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EU Competence for health 
 Þ  Article 168 Public Health  
      “A high level of human health protection shall be ensured in the 

definition and implementation of all Union policies and activities.  
 
Union action, which shall complement national policies, shall be directed 
towards improving public health, preventing physical and mental illness 
and diseases, and obviating sources of danger to physical and mental 
health. 
 Such action shall cover the fight against the major health scourges, by 
promoting research into their causes, their transmission and their 
prevention, as well as health information and education, and monitoring, 
early warning of and combating serious cross-border threats to health. 

 
Þ  Article 114 Treaty of Lisbon: Internal Market  
     Pharmaceutical goods are traded based on Article 114 TFEU, which 

regulates the functioning of the Internal Market on EU level 
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EUROPEAN CONTEXT OF THE PRICING DISCUSSION (1) 

Þ  24 June 2014:  
France brought up the topic of Hepatitis-C and high prices of medicines  

Þ  22/23 September 2014: 
Informal Meeting of Ministers in Milan about Innovation for the benefit of 
patients: discussion based on questions about marketing authorization, 
prices and HTA 

Þ  3 November 2014:  
Council Conclusions Innovation for the benefit of patients: 
“NOTES WITH CONCERN that patients have to wait to get access to new 
treatments and the prices of many new innovative medicines are very high 
in relation to the public health expenditure capacities of most Member 
States”  
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EUROPEAN CONTEXT OF THE PRICING DISCUSSION (2) 

Þ  17 February 2015:  
“Latvia and the next four Presidencies (LU, NL, SK and MT) 
invited to continue steering the political discussions issues 
identified in the Council conclusions that can be clustered in 
three areas: broad range of aspects in the “pharmaceutical 
chain”, which can be divided into three areas:  
(1) market access 
(2)  (HTA, pricing and reimbursement and  
(3) prices of and expenditures on medicinal products, with the 

focus on innovative medicines”  
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How to (re)act as Trade Association: EFPIA’s position  

Þ  The current policy debate is a budget issue rather than a pricing 
issue per se; it is a political discussion given the fact that the 
economic context has changed over the past couple of years;  

Þ  Importance of Life Sciences Strategy: each aspect of a 
medicine’s journey, from the discovery through to its development 
all the way to its effective access to patients is linked.  

Þ Need to overcome silo mentalities and a comprehensive 
strategic agenda by the European Commission for the 
pharmaceutical industry in Europe; facilitated by structured 
dialogue between the key parties concerned.   

Þ Strengthen the European Semester and creating policy 
consistency in healthcare and pharmaceutical policies.  
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